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PRAYERS FOR THE FEAST OF SAINT 
JAMES THE MORE, APOSTLE 
AND MARTYR 


Grant, O Lord, that, as Thy Apostle Saint JAMES readily obeyed 
the calling of Thy Son Jesus Christ, we may by Thy grace be enabled 
to forsake all worldly and carnal affection and to follow Him alone; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen. (Lutheran Hymnal, p. 92) 


Be Thou, O Lord, the Sanctifier and Defender of Thy people, that 
we who rejoice in the yearly solemnity of Thine Apostle JAMES may 
both please Thee by our conversation and serve Thee with a quiet 
mind; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Adapted from the Roman rite for St. James’ Day 


O God, Who through Thy blessed Apostles hast vouchsafed to us to 
come unto the Knowledge of Thy Name, grant unto us that by ad- 
vancing in virtue we may celebrate their everlasting glory, and like- 
wise by celebrating their glory may advance in virtue; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Collect of the Votive Mass of All the Holy Apostles) 


O God, in Whom is the repose of all the just and the sure peace of 
Thy Saints, grant us always to offer worthily to Thee the sacrifice of 
praise that we may ever ensue upon earth that perfect peace which 
Thy Saints now enjoy in heaven; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(Sarum Missal) 

O God, who seest us to fail by reason of our infirmity, mercifully 
restore us to the love of Thee by the example of Thy Saints; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. (Gregorian Sacramentary) 

O Lord God, the wondrous Splendor of all Thy Saints, Who hast 
hallowed this day by the martyrdom of Thy blessed Apostle JAMES. 
grant that Thy Church may ever meetly rejoice in his triumph and 
through Thy mercy may be helped by his example; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. (Gothic Missal) 

May Christ the Lord, Who gave to His Apostle and Martyr JAMES 
the grace to suffer valiantly, grant us patience amid all temptations. 
Amen. 

And may He, Who crowned him after his sufferings, grant us after 
our earthly struggles the joys which He hath promised. Amen. 

That we, who celebrate the festival of the first martyr among the 
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Apostles, may, after our departure, rejoice with him in the heavenly 
mansions. Amen. 

Through the mercy of our God, Who is blessed, and doth reign, and 
govern all things, world without end. Amen. 


(Adapted from the Mozarabic Breviary) 


THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE 
LITURGICAL REVIVAL IN THE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A SYMPOSIUM 


For half a century there has been a “liturgical revival” within the 
Lutheran Church in America. Its actual development will be treated 
in subsequent issues of UNA SANCTA. The purpose of this sym- 
posium is to offer a statement as to the aims and the objectives of this 
movement at the present time. 

The word revival indicates that something better is needed—likely 
something that once has been possessed but which has been lost. It 
indicates a longing for deeper spiritual experiences. 

To some the two words “liturgical” and “revival” may sound in- 
compatible. But they are not. By liturgical we mean neither a dry 
academic discussion, nor apathetic formalism. We mean worshipping 
the Triune God within the structure of the historic evangelical cath- 
olic Church, of which the Lutheran communion is a vital part. 

Numerous people were solicited for ideas. Twenty-two responded 
and are contributors to this symposium. None are staff members of 
UNA SANCTA. However, they are an interesting cross section of 
the Lutheran Church, for they consist of pastors, seminary professors, 
teachers, college students, chaplains, laymen. One is a woman. Syn- 
odically, they represent the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Nor- 
wegian), the United Lutheran Church in America, the Missouri 
Synod, the American Lutheran Church, and the Wisconsin Synod. 

The editorial staff offers this symposium to its readers with the 
prayer that it may contribute clarity to our thinking regarding the 
aims and the objectives of this movement within our churches, and 
thus may truly reflect God’s grace and glory by helping His worship- 
ping children. 

The contents of the articles received have been classified under 
four main headings, and numerous subdivisions. 
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1. THE MOST PRESSING IMMEDIATE NEED OF THE LU- 
THERAN CHURCH 


1. Most contributors were emphatic in stating that the most press- 
ing need is the restoration of the Blessed Sacrament of the altar to 
is historically central place in the Church’s service. The Rev. Her- 
man A. Preus, Ph. D., states, 

“A few years ago we heard an occasional whisper. Now there is a 
chorus of voices ringing thru the Church: “Give us back the Blessed 
Sacrament.” This, with an uncompromising message of Law and 
Gospel from the pulpit, is the way of Lutheran Revival, 20th century. 
It must begin at the top. Seminaries must restudy the doctrine of 
the Means of Grace, giving the Sacraments again their proper place. 
Ministers must offer the Blessed Gospel to the people in Sacrament as 
well as in Word, — not once in a while, but every Sunday to as many 
as desire it. People must see the Sacrament of the Lord’s Body and 
Blood come alive in the Church, climaxing the Service, offering grace 
and peace to hungry souls in a chaotic world.” 

The Rev. Carolus P. Harry, D.D., writes, “We are so constituted 
in the body that our perception of God is mediated through symbols. 
No man hath seen God at any time. The Only-Begotten Son hath 
revealed Him. Yes, and in lesser degree the works of God show 
forth His majesty and mercy. The symbolizing of God and His 
Works in art perpetuates and renews the gift of the Divine Blessing. 
The movement of His Spirit in the blessed saints continues to reveal 
the grace of God in Christ with whom they are united by Word and 
Sacrament. 


“The climax and keystone of the sacramental in our Christian faith 
is the Holy Supper. Our Lord intended it to be so as is clear from the 
very words of institution: This is My Body; This is My Blood; Do This 
in meam commemorationem. The Holy Communion in word and act 
is the supreme sacrament. It is the supreme and pregnant means of 
the communion with God. Its structure, every act of the ceremony, 
every ornament of altar and sanctuary all are designed and should be 
used to bring us into the fellowship of God in Christ — to make us 
one with Him, ‘eating His Body and drinking His Blood.’ ” 

A high school teacher, former missionary in India and former col- 
lege professor, sought out a parish in which the Holy Eucharist is 
available at least every Lord’s Day. This person, Miss Esther Fedder- 
sen, writes, “I believe that what I wanted most of all from the first|was 
to be privileged to go to Holy Communion each Sunday. And now, af- 
ter a year and a half, I know that that, and everything that has come 
along with it, has been the great big thing in my life all that while.” 
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From the Rev. J. E. Bergbusch we have this: 
“We are concerned about the spiritual state of our personal life, of 
the parochial life, and of the life of the Church at large. There is a 
lack of alertness and joy. There is not enough courage and too little 
of holy confidence and enthusiasm. But there is not a lack of spirit- 
ual possibilities. The Church is not poor. ‘The River of God is full 
of water.” (Psalm 65:10) 

And to relieve our Services from the coldness of a one-sided intel- 
lectual trend, we should restore to the Blessed Sacrament the place 
which it possessed in the Apostolic Church. The more the promise 
of our Lord, “Lo, I am with you alway” becomes an experienced fact, 
the stronger and more joyful our life will be. 

More than the speculating Church ever may hope to be, the wor- 


shipping Church, gathered in prayer and meditation and sustained by‘ 


the Bread of Heaven will become more and more the “Una Sancta.” 

Mr. Van C. Kussrow, Jr., writes: 

“The hope of the Church in becoming a living, vital force in men’s 
lives and bringing Christian principles and ideals into the world lies 
in the understanding and the proper Christ-willed use of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Moreover, the proper evaluation of the Sacrament ade- 
quately motivates and will be motivated by the liturgical revival. 
Writing as a student in one of the Church’s universities, I can see the 
necessity and opportunity for the liturgical movement in these circles. 
I believe that it is in the schools, particularly the colleges and univer- 
sities of the Church, where our greatest work can be accomplished. 
From these centers will stem the branches of devotion to Christ and 
His Sacraments that can change the world. Instill in our youth love 
and devotion for the Blessed Sacrament! Show them its power! 
Then will the Church enter fully into the glorious liturgical heritage 
which is hers.” 

From Mr. Paul Reinkensmeier, Jr., we have this statement: 

The Blessed Sacrament is the treasure of our faith. The Living 
Bread that came down from heaven has ever been the cardinal strand 
about which the faithful have woven their pious devotions. Down 
through the centuries the Chalice of Benediction has been the axis 
around which the prayer life has revolved. If we would stir up the 
hearts of our Lutheran Christians to a use of the fuller prayer life of 
our communion, we must begin with the restoration of the Holy Eu- 
charist to its rightful place in our church life. Surely a weekly cele- 
bration is scarce oft enough to offer this heavenly gift of rest and 
healing to weary and sin sick souls. At the Holy Table we receive 
the panacea for our spiritual deficiencies. “Przestet fides suplemen- 
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tum, sensum defectui.” (The ratio of our communicants who fre- 
quently partake of this faith quickening sacramental eating and 
drinking over against those who evidence a neglect of the Sacrament, 
usually reflects the frequency of the profferance of this means of 
grace in their respective parishes. An appreciation and use of the 
fuller prayer life will follow as a natural consequence whensoever 


the celebration of the Holy Communion is restored as the heart and 
core of our public worship.) 


2. Four contributors felt that we have too hazy an understanding 
of what worship is. They express themselves thus. Mr. Harry 
Hodges feels that “while the sermon is an important part, it is not the 
chief part of the service. Lutherans do not go to church primarily to 
hear a man but to worship God. There were places of worship in the 
world centuries before there were sermons .. We so often hear it 
said, ‘He is a devout Catholic’. Whoever heard of a devout Protest- 
ant? Why? Because every Catholic believes that he goes to church 
to ‘assist’ at Mass. Too many Protestants feel that they go to ‘hear’ 
aman. We need that which makes us realize that we are a part of 
corporate worship.” 

Worship is sacramental, but that emphasis has been neglected, 
thinks Mr. William H. Faddis. “The needs of the church are not 
many, but one, and St. Paul fully realized this and gave us a beauti- 
ful summary when he wrote, “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God.” We need only to realize that everything which 
we think, say, or do should be of Christ, for Christ, and toward Christ, 
and this truth applies not only to the individual but also to the parish 
and to the church at large”. .. Our attention is called to a state- 
ment of the Blessed Martin Luther, “When I declare the Word of God 
I offer sacrifice; when you hear the Word of God with all your heart, 
you offer sacrifice; when we pray and when we give in charity to our 
neighbor, we offer sacrifice. So too when I receive this Sacrament, 
I offer sacrifice ...” The Apology of the Augsburg Confession 
gives the following as the definition of a sacrifice: “A sacrifice . . . is 
a ceremony or work which we render God in order to afford Him 
honor.” (Art. XXIV Of the Mass) Later, the same article of the 
same confession states: “And if any one would have this term em- 
brace the ceremony (of the Mass), we readily concede it... ” 

It isn’t worship unless it is objective in its emphasis, states the Rev. 
William D. Streng, in these words: “The present movement is also de- 
termined to make our worship more objective, like the experience of 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus. Their hearts burned within 
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them while the Stranger opened to them the Scriptures, and all the 
more when He made Himself known to them in the breaking of bread. 
In the holy hour of worship the vital concern is what He says and 
does. The healing, cleansing, transforming power depends upon the 
God-man.” 


Mr. Henry Hanson, Jr., writes, “Few communicants really realize 
what worship actually includes, and largely because no one has in- 
formed them. Many pastors, influenced by Calvinist “simplicity” 
and fundamentalist piety, have placed such a sincere but misguided 
emphasis on the Word, i. e. the Sermon, as the means of Grace, that 
the sacramental and liturgical features of Lutheran worship have 
been neglected. Lutherans must be taught that Lutheranism is more 
than a school of theology, more than a glorious Confession. They 
must be made to realize that it is an inclusive mode of worship em- 
oracing aesthetic and psychological devotional features as well as 
intellectual, i. e. explanation of the Word in the Pastor’s Sermon). 
Worship is more than being preached at.”’) 


We need better worship. The Rev. A. R. Kretzmann emphasizes 
that better worship must be Christ-centered. He states, 

“It would seem to me that the greatest need today is to discover 
the need of the human heart and soul for worship by sincere self-ex- 
amination which would finally result in the seeking of the fellowship 
of the saints as it is in corporate worship. As our prayers become a 
part of us so our worship becomes a part of us. St. Augustine’s great 
word, “Thou hast made us for Thyself and our souls are restless 
until they rest in Thee,” is surely more necessary today than it has 
ever been before in the history of the whole world. If the end of all 
our prayer is really to realize HIM and rest in HIM, then the natural 
realization of that will take place in the corporate worship of a Chris- 
tian congregation. More than ever before we need to be saved from 
the practical people to whom everything matters except everything. 
Our lives, individually and as members of the body of Christ, must 
have integration, purpose — like a poem or a picture. 

This kind of integration can be achieved only when a pastor preach- 
es a sincere way of heart searching which the world tries so studious- 
ly to avoid, and that that heart searching is continued in the glories 
of the Eucharist and in the splendor of the presence of Christ in the 
midst of His communing people. The only hope for the church at 
large would seem to lie in a re-ordering of our lives so that we do not 
rise up from the weariness and littleness of earth to God, but that 
rather, as His sure children, we go out from Him each day to help 
and heal the muddled, dying world. 
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Worship which has that as its center and its heart has everything.” 

Better worship is stated in these words by Pastor Streng: “The 
Liturgical movement is a revival, evangelical in purpose, much deep- 
er than symbols and aesthetic leanings. Its purpose is to exalt the 
Lordship of Christ in all of life. For too long has the emphasis been 
on “going” without first “coming”; and for too long have some been 
satisfied with “coming” on Sundays only to forget that worship is 
not complete without the “going.” 


“For that reason the new emphasis would make our worship much 
more desirable. The Hebrews accomplished this, even though they 
were a childlike people; but they had lofty ideals about public wor- 
ship. According to those ideals the two dominant notes in worship 
were the forgiveness of sins and joy in the Lord. And when they 
“forsook the altars of Yahweh” everything else in their lives lost its 
value. The two ought ever to come in this order, “come and go,” for 
when men are right with God their relation with each other will be 
God-pleasing too. 


“The present mcvement would give new power to our worship, 
which then will be more than a sermon. It will remind us that if the 
whole should be better than its parts then public worship should be 
more uplifting even than the sermon. Often the preacher does his 
best work before the sermon is begun, for when the music is well 
chosen, the prayers reverently offered, God has already appeared 
and the hearts of the people have been lifted up. “The minister who 
devotes himself to preaching alone has no holy of holies in his 
temple”, (Kerr—Preaching in the Early Church, p. 205). Only in 
coming do we receive power from on high for the going. 

“Those who are a part of the Liturgical Movement are also eager 
that it always exalt the Word. They believe that the Word is so im- 
portant that we ought to be prepared for it, a primary function of all 
liturgy. In truth, the liturgy of the Church is so steeped in Biblical 
thoughts and phrases that if one knew only the liturgy one would 
attain an amazing knowledge of the Christian faith and of the revela- 
tion of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Mediocrity is condemned and Christ-centeredness is urged by the 
Rev. Ralph E. LaFontaine. 

“To enrich the spiritual life of the congregation it is necessary to 
bring about a more Christ centered parochial life. It is time that we 
lay aside all our substitutes and emphasis on the preacher in the pul- 
pit and center our worship about Christ at the Altar. Our crudities 
are no longer in place and we should use all of our ability to put 
pageantry, color, and meaningful externals into our worship. Not 
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with machine like precision or for ostentation, but to enhance wor- 
ship. I am thinking here of the use of such things as processions, 
(Palm Sunday, Rogationtide, etc.) extra usages for certain seasons, 
(Advent, Wreath, Paschal Candle, etc.) the best in historical vestments 
acolytes, torches, crucifer, etc. Shoddy music ought to be laid away 
with our black robes and we ought to foster the best in church music. 

We know that we ought to use all the propers etc. but they are hard 
to lay hands upon unless the pastor is a musician, which is frequently 
not the case. Therefore we ought to make easily available to all pas- 
tors, organists, and choir directors the choral settings for all the 
propers for all the services. 


“Let us do away with mediocrity in the church. Too often our 
parishes suffer from poor quality in all things when the best is none 
too good in the service of God. Because the church is a voluntary or- 
ganization we should not let every one impose upon it. Use the best 
talents and materials available. Let no pettiness or strife impede our 
work for the aim of the Parish Life ought to be an experience of Love 
and Devotion to a Common Lord.” 


4. A re-examination of our liturgical heritage is urged by Mr. 
Reinkensmeier. He states it thus: 

“Our Holy Mother the Church has preserved for us a vast store of 
priceless liturgies and devotional aids formulated by the early Fathers 
of the Church, pious saints, defenders of the faith, and a long pro- 
cession of other sanctified men and women of God. These fruits of 
our forbears are our inheritance. We Lutherans pride ourselves in 
the vast store of liturgies we possess, but we have made meager use 
of it. Precious metals, silver as an example, become increasingly 
beautiful with use; for only when the surface has received minute 
scratch criss-crossed upon minute scratch does it softly glow with the 
much to be desired patina. Our precious liturgical heritage has 
scarcely received a surface scratch from our use. In the post-refor- 
mation period, formulas of worship, rites and ceremonies conducive 
to spiritual growth were caught up with those deformed usages of the 
Church of Rome and reduced to ashes in the fire of hysteria that 
gripped the zealots of the Reformed sects. Whether from fear of 
censure or a desire to simulate a likeness, too ardently have we fol- 
lowed their example; if not in casting out, then in suppressing in- 
numerable sources of spiritual blessing that are doctrinally sound, 
purged from the leaven of error, designed to give glory to God and 
preserved for the use of every soul within the pale of the catholic 
church. We have been deprived of much of our rightful heritage 
and it is our duty as well as our privilege to lift up for examination 
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those traditional usages which were cast down or have been hidden 
from us. 


We hold the catholic faith. The Holy Ghost has called, gathered, 
enlightened and sanctified us in the one true faith and placed us with- 
in the pale of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. Here 
with all the sanctified souls of the Church Militant, the Church Ex- 
pectant and the Church Triumphant we serve one Lord and hold one 
faith. Intertwined and tenaciously associated with this holy faith 
has come down to us a succession of customs, usages, holy rites, modes 
of life, sacred acts and pious devotions — formulated, used by and 
familiar to generations of our fellow Christians. When in the history 
of the Lutheran communion, those practices of the Universal Church 
that were compatable with the teachings of the Holy Bible were 
abandond, our Lutheran Christians not only impoverished the rich- 
ness of their liturgical life, but at the same time created a barrier be- 
tween themselvs and their brethren in the faith and thereby losing a 
portion of their outward identity with the catholic church. What- 
ever in worship gives glory to God and assists the worshiper to lift an 
adoring heart to his Lord is good and should be maintained or restor- 
ed. In all aspects of our church life, our Lord deserves the highest 
and the best from the evangelical catholicism of the Lutheran Church 
and the souls within the confines of that blessed communion.” 


5. The Lutheran Church is not intrinsically poverty-stricken in 
its worship resources, the Rev. George Joseph Muller feels. We need 
to use better what we have. He writes, “In our parochial life the 
most needed emphasis is on the use and appreciation of the Common 
Service Book. In some quarters there is an active ignorance of the 
principles of the Common Service and in others over-emphasis in 
copying the ways of the reformed churches around us. When congre- 
gations have opportunity to sing the Communion Service only four 
times a year, how can they know or love it? As to the other material 
of the Common Service Book, they do not even know of its exist- 
ence.” 


6. We must realize the social character of Christianity, is the opin- 
ion of Pastor Streng, writing thus: 

“Here in corporate worship we shall also find the essentially social 
character of Christianity. In worship and at the Communion rail the 
incidental accidents of birth, family, education, race, or color are ob- 
literated, for here we are all one. All men are created equal when 
they join in worship. It is a mistaken notion that the Christian faith 
teaches that all men are brothers; they are not. What the Scriptures 
say is that we are “all one in Christ Jesus,” Worship that begins in 
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solitude will soon end in society, where it ought to express itself. 

If true worship is social it is also the greatest force toward unity. 
It is the ultimate aspiration, I believe, of those who are interested in 
better worship, “that we being many are one bread, one body.” Here 
there is little room for private opinions. First we are members of 
Christ, then we are members one of another.” 

7. The doctrine of the Church needs restudy and rethinking, is the 
opinion of three symposium writers. The Rev. Arthur Hawlicheck 
states: “I believe the Church at large must restudy the concept of 
The Church. Such a study will lead us (provided we invoke the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost and actually disabuse our minds of our 
present morass of provincialism into the true catholic tradition.” 

The Rev. John Timmerman agrees that one of the greatest needs of 
the Lutheran Church is a rethinking and restating of our position on 
“the doctrine of the Church, apostolic in fact as well as in word, as a 
world ecclesiastical organization.” 

The Rev. John Timmerman agrees that one of the greatest needs of 
the Lutheran Church is a rethinking and restating of our position on 
“the doctrine of the Church, apostolic in fact as well as in word, as a 
world ecclesiastical organization.” 

Chaplain Delvin E. Ressel writes,” 

“With this as its basis, its further ideal is that in the hearts of all 
Christians the Catholic Church once more becomes larger than the 
Roman Catholic, the Eastern Orthodox, the Protestant Episcopal, the 
Evangelical Lutheran, and the other Christian bodies which have as- 
sumed a particular name. The Holy Spirit was obviously not refer- 
ring to any of these divided groups exclusively when He called the 
Church the Body of Christ. He could only mean all Christians, or, 
since they are all members of it, the Catholic Church. This ideal 
brings with it the consciousness of the Communion of Saints and the 
eagerness to neglect none of the pure opportunities of grace and aids 
of worship used with such blessing by the Universal Church. This 
worship, with its sacraments, offices, music, and appointments, is the 
heritage of all Christians. There is powerful encouragement in the 
consciousness that all of us who bear the name of Christ are members 
of one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, both in heaven and on 
earth. And this consciousness makes us restless until we have healed 
the wounds in the Body of Christ on earth. Where are the invitations 
to interdenominational discussions, in the spirit of the Lutheran con- 
fessors at Augsburg, who positively worked and believingly prayed 
for the healing of the schism in the Catholic Church?” 


8. The necessity of rethinking the relation between Christian unity 
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and historic order has been raised by one man — significantly, a lay- 
man. Mr. David F. Fortney states it thus: 


“The whole Church throughout the world is troubled — among oth- 
er things — by its unhappy divisions and by the quite apparent indif- 
ference to the Faith. The present trend toward “unity” among A- 
merican churchmen is a fruit of this indifference. Those who care 
little about the Faith are glad to unite with anybody. We Lutherans 
can scarcely enter into this free-for-all “unity” but we should give 
serious study to the trend in the last generation toward “unity 
through intercommunion,” e. g. the Church of England’s relationship 
to the Church of Sweden, to the Old Catholics, and to certain of the 
Holy Orthodox Churches; likewise the relations between the Episcop- 
al Church and the Polish National Catholic Church. All these are on 
the sound basis of mutual recognition of Faith and Orders, without 
requiring that “rites should be everywhere alike”. Moreover, it is 
obvious that none of these inercommunions could have been consum- 
mated without the ministry of the Apostolic Succession. Implications 
for future unity may not be sufficient to induce us to study the restor- 
ation of the Succession, yet the facts — that church unity is probably 
impossible without it, that for many centuries the entire ministry of 
the Church was within the Succession, and that the Church of Swed- 
en has it without in the slightest compromising her evangelical Faith 
— should be enough to at least make us think seriously.” 


9. An appreciation of the role of the laity in the revival of worship 
is emphasized by Pastor Streng and Pastor LaFontaine. The former 
writes, “Is it necessary to add that the present movement is not some- 
thing for the clergy alone but the very opposite? The congregation 
is to sing the Sanctus and not a paid soloist. Such congregations come 
to worship and not to hear a discourse on some tantalizing sermon 
topic and special feature music as announced under the column 
“church news.” What irony that some speak of the liturgical move- 
ment as clerical or sacerdotal, when the word itself is in antithesis. 
The Greek “leitos” means public and “ergon” works. The Liturgy is 
the work of the people. The Common Service Book, the Book of 
Common Prayer give voice to this thought. The Liturgy is intended 
for the congregation’s worship. It is the means that enables the wor- 
shiper to have “an active part, a vocal part, a vital part” in the pub- 
lic worship of Almighty God.” 

The latter calls for wider opportunities for Christian service by 
laymen, thus: 

“The whole Church could benefit by making use of talents not pro- 
vided for in the ministry’s general work. The only things that a man 
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who is interested in church work can do is to become a pastor. 
There is little possibility of doing full time church work in any other 
capacity. The result is that men who would otherwise devote them- 
selves to the work of the Church are lost by being absorbed into secu- 
lar work. If a man has talents that could be utilized by the Church 
but does not desire to be a pastor, why should we not make use of his 
ability? A brotherhood for men is suggested and also a sisterhood 
for the women; developed along evangelical lines.” 


II. THE MOST PRESSING IMMEDIATE NEED OF OUR 
PAROCHIAL LIFE. 


The second main heading has three subdivisions, resulting from 
the statements of four contributors. 

1. Our parochial life must be consciously Christ-centered. Chap- 
lain Ressel puts it in these words: 

“In the local parish it is the ideal of the liturgical movement that 
Christians live Christ’s life with Him historically and liturgically, and 
for Him instrumentally and practically. Or, from another viewpoint, 
the surrounding world is to see in the Christian parish Christ’s life 
not only reviewed and portrayed each year and week, but actually 
carried forward by His people in the full ministry of grace and heal- 
ing. The Christian parish, then, is to live on and by Christ, truly 
present in His Word and Sacraments and restlessly active in His 
people. He is the Center of all Parish interest, the Source of all in- 
spiration.” 

2. The laity need better instruction in worship, thinks Pastor 
Bergbusch. “We do not underesteem the importance of proper in- 
doctrination, but we believe it is equally important that our children, 
especially our confirmands, should be made familiar with the devo- 
tional treasures of the Church and be taught to make use of them. 
The heart has a better memory than the mind. Let us help our con- 
firmands to realize the Real Presence of our Lord in the precious 
hours of instruction. We should stress the value of regular prayer, 
demand regular reading of the Word of God, and faithful attendance 
at all services of the Church.” 

Mr. Reinkensmeier agrees with this. “Although there may be an 
outward indifference toward liturgics shown by even those pious 
Lutheran Christians who desire to express their love for God in a 
fuller prayer life, I believe that the crux of the matter is not apathy, 
but widespread lack of instruction. Although signing oneself with 
the sign of the holy cross is not only recommended by the Blessed 
Reformer, but also indicated in the rubrics of the prayer book, I re- 
call the pitiable attempt on the part of an educated Lutheran woman 
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who felt that this pious act would aid her devotion, yet knew no bet- 
er than to sign not herself, but used the only manner she had seen 
practiced — that used by her pastor in bestowing the benediction. 
Every catechumen deserves to receive, if not a thorough indoctrina- 
tion, at least a rudimentary instruction in the worship formulae of 
his church.” 

And Mr. Hansen puts it in these words: 

“Education as to the scope and content of Lutheran Worship is, in 
my humble opinion, the most pressing need confronting the Lutheran 
Church today in the field of worship. Unfortunately, not only lay- 
men but even many clergymen are unaware of the broad scope and 
vast potentialities of worship in its various forms. 

Few of us adequately appreciate the Lutheran Service as an emot- 
ional and religious experience. The Service of the Augustana Synod, 
a translation of the “High Mass” (Higmissa) of the Church of Swed- 
en, is a beautiful, solemn and inspiring entity, if dutifully and rever- 
ently followed without omissions. Not an end in itself, it constitutes 
one of the most beautiful and reverent means of allowing the Grace 
of God to enter into our lives through His Word and Sacraments. To 
be effective it must be understood and appreciated. Herein lies a 
great need today, for unfortunately little attention is given in the 
average congregation in explaining the salient features of our Service 
to the parishioners.” 

3. Another parochial need is open churches — that the Father’s 
house be open to His children at all times possible. Mr. Reinkens- 
meier states the case thus, from a layman’s viewpoint. “The open 
door policy practiced by the Roman Catholic and Episcopal churches 
is a pattern we might well follow. The majority of our Lutheran 
churches draw back the bolts on their doors only long enough for the 
congregation to enter, attend and leave the scheduled services. As a 
house of prayer, we limit the use of our churches to a period of three 
of four hours per week. I do not believe that there is a vandal lurk- 
ing behind every bush intent upon slipping through an open door to 
desecrate our altars. If a perverted mind is intent upon committing 
such an act, a locked door will not deter him. The spirit of reverence, 
the peace and quiet, the symbolical furnishings of the church are all 
conducive to prayer and meditation. In the church, as nowhere else, 
some can feel a greater and more profound nearness to God. Ferial 
visits of the faithful also preach a powerful sermon to those who ob- 
serve them on their way to and from the church. It will be a blessed 
day in the life of the parish, the parishioner and the community when 
the church doors stand daily ajar and all are bidden to enter, rest and 
pray.” ‘(To be concluded) 
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THE SOCIETY OF ST. JAMES 


The Society of Saint James held its first general conference in many 
years on May 20 and 21 at Recital Hall, Valparaiso University, Val- 
paraiso, Indiana. This convocation was attended by men from New 
York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Indiana, Minnesota, Illinois, and 
Missouri, with many of the University instructors and students in at- 
tendance. 

After the opening devotion, the Society was welcomed to the Uni- 
versity by its President, Dr. Otto Paul Kretzmann. Messages were 
read from a number of the esteemed Fathers and brethren, urging the 
Society to continue its work of study in the Liturgies of. the Church. 

The general theme of the Conference was: “The Eucharist in the 
Holy Church.” The papers and discussions traced the development 
of the Liturgy of the Eucharist from the early Church, with its He- 
braistic influences, to the present day rites, both in the Eastern and 
Western Churches of Christendom. Prominent in developing this 
theme were: The Rev. Adolph H. Wismar, St. John the Baptist Par- 
ish, Hoboken, N. J.; The Rev. Carl Bergen, Our Saviour Parish, North 
Bergen, N. J., whose paper was read by the Rev. M. Alfred Bichsel of 
the University Faculty; the Rev. Charles P. Feuerstein, St. Andrew 
Parish, Union City, N. J.; The Rev. Carl F. W. Weidmann, Headmas- 
ter, Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y.; The Rev. Harry 
N. Wittschen, Trinity Parish, Cliffside Park, N. J. Discussion on 
conclusion of the various treatises, which will be published by the 
Society in the future, was animated and intelligent, with the Superior 
of the Society, Dr. A. Wismar, ably supplementing the thought pre- 
sented by the papers with references from the ancient tongues. 

The highlight of the Conference was the Choral “Eucharist” on May 
21 at 9 a. m. in the University Chapel. The “Celebrant” for this 
“demonstration service” was the Superior of the Society; the “deac- 
on”, the Rev. M. Alfred Bichsel; the “sub-deacon,” the Rev. Charles 
P. Feuerstein; the Preacher, Dr. O. P. Kretzmann. The Choir, re- 
cruited from the University student body, creditably chanted the Pro- 
pers for the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord. The Canon of the 
Mass that was employed is written in the PENTECOST issue of UNA 
SANCTA, pages 8 to 10. 

The morning and afternoon sessions were opened and closed with 
short devotions, various clergy serving as readers, and vested in 
cassock, surplice, and stole. These devotions were held in Recital 
Hall with proper altar appointments. 

The Society designated the Rev. Erwin Kurth, Redeemer Parish, 


16 


Fort Wayne, Indiana, to write a number of tracts on the Liturgy, Wor- 
ship, and other related subjects; thus giving clergy and laity liturgical 
information in concise format. 

The proposal of the staff of UNA SANCTA that the Society of St. 
James be invited to use the facilities of UNA SANCTA to acquaint its 
readers with the work and aims of the Society, as well as to publish 
the various research projects undertaken by the Society, was tabled 
for the present. This offer of UNA SANCTA was graciously receiv- 
ed, as it was felt in several quarters that a central “clearing-house” 
of liturgical thought was very necessary. 


William J. Seebeck 


A LITANY 


This litany is based on the intensely appealing First Chapter of the 
Second Book of Blessed John Arndt’s True Christianity, the theme of 
which is announced in the title: “Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is giv- 
en to us by our Heavenly Father as our Help against the damnable 
and deadly poison of original sin, and the pernicious fruits thereof, as 
well as a Protector against all the calamities and evils both of the 
body and the soul.” The keynote is a verse from the 12th Chapter of 
Isaiah: “With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.” 


JESUS, 
Brightness of the eternal glory, 
Unspotted Mirror of the Godhead, 
Splendor of the divine majesty, 
Image of the Father’s goodness, 
Beginning without beginning, 
Have mercy upon us. 


JESUS, 
Righteousness of sinners, 
Atoning Sacrifice, 
Fulfilment of the Law, 
Resurrection from the dead, 
Incense of prayer, 
Have mercy upon us. 


JESUS, 
Mediator between God and Man, 
Everlasting High Priest, 

Christ of God, 

Lamb without spot, 
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First-born from the dead, 
Head of the Church, 
Heir of all things, 
Conqueror of hell, 
Prince of Peace, 
Lord of the world to come, 
Have mercy upon us. 


JESUS, 


Tree of health, 

Fountain of blessedness, 

Bread of Life, 

Precious Pearl, 

Rock of our salvation, 

Living Cornerstone, 

Sun of righteousness, 

Bright and morning Star, 

Light of the heavenly Jerusalem, 

Abyss of eternity, 
Kindle our devotion. 


JESUS, 


Desire of the patriarchs, 
Inspiration of the prophets, 
Master of the apostles, 
Teacher of the evangelists, 
Light of the confessors, 
Crown of the martyrs, 
Praise of all the saints, 
Glory of the blessed, 
Dwell in our hearts. 


JESUS, 


Consolation of the mourners, 
Hope of the afflicted, 
Refuge of the miserable, 
Companion of the pilgrims, 
Way of the erring, 

Help of the forsaken, 
Strength of the weak, 
Health of the sick 

Protector of the simple, 
Reward of the just, 
Help us, good Lord. 


JESUS, 
Flaming Fire of charity, 
Author of our faith, 
Anchor of our hope, 
Flower of humility, 
Rose of meekness, 
Root of virtue, 
Exemplar of patience, 
Conform our wills to Thine. 
JESUS, 
Word upholding all things, 
Life quickening all things, 
Light enlightening all things, 
Truth judging all things, 
Counsel moderating all things, 
Rule directing all things, 
Love sustaining all things, 
Guide us to our heavenly home. 


From sin, 
From sadness, 
From folly, 
From an evil conscience. 
From the rebelliousness of our nature, 
From the envy of the Adversary, 
From the wrath of God, 
From the chains of death, 
And from eternal ruin, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


By Thy mercy, so prevailing and so strong, 

By Thy precious Blood, 

By Thy sacred Body, 

By Thy Death, 

By Thy Resurrection, 

By Thine Intercession, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sin of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sin of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, That takest away the sin of the world, 
Grant us Thy peace. 


Thy mercy, O Christ, hath made Thee all our own: 
And hath put a title to all Thy merit into our hands. 


Blessed Lord, Who didst will to be called Immanuel that in Thee 
we might have both a God and a Brother, cleanse us by Thy Holy 
Body and Thy most precious Blood from the contagion of sin and by 
Thy presence alleviate all the miseries of our earthly life, Who Thy- 
self livest and reignest with the Father in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 

Amen. 


ARTHUR CARL PIEPKORN 


CONTEMPORANEA 


The question of Church polity continues to come up for discussion 
in the Lutheran Church of America. In a recent series of articles in 
theLutheron Herald, official organ of the Evangelical (Norwegian) 
Lutheran Church of America, the Reverend Olin C. Fjelstad urges a 
“change to a modified episcopal system.” His approach is practical 
and derives from his concern for the adoption of some plan assurinz 
a more satisfactory and more efficient placement and utilization of 
clergymen in the Church. The “bishops” which he envisions, elected 
for limited terms to safeguard congregational control and ecclesiasti- 
cal democracy, bear no recognizable resemblance to the bearers of 
the title in any of the historic Churches either before or since the 
Reformation. Some of his statements are of great interest, neverthe- 
less. 


“While the New Testament does not specify any particular plan for 
placing pastors, it is evident that the episcopal system is the one 
that was used, and may therefore be called Scriptural. It seems to 
have been the only one in operation from the days of the Apostles 
down to the time of the Reformation. .. . 

“The system used in the New Testament, functioning orderly and 
satisfactorily in most of Christendom for 1,900 years, should not hasti- 
ly be called less divine (than the one in vogue in the Lutheran Church 
in America). God can use a bishop as well as a call committee to 
place a pastor. In fact, He tells us in His own inspired Word that He 
used bishops . .. to appoint and send pastors in New Testament 
times... 

“The episcopal system of appointing and sending is divine, because 
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it is the one used by God’s men in the New Testament, and has been 
recorded in God’s Word by God’s Holy Spirit for our learning. The 
argument in this treatise has favored the episcopal system, because 
it is Scriptural, divine, orderly, speedy, efficient, because it has been 
in operation since the days of the Apostles, because it is employed by 
most of the Christian Church, because it is more satisfactory to those 
who use it, because, in spite of some dangers, all things considered, it 
is the better way .. . 

“Call the district president bishop; give him the Biblical and ec- 
clesiastical designation which his office merits; and give him the auth- 
ority of overseer, which the word means. Call him bishop, not as a 
title, but as a designation of his office. The very word bishop, rather 
than president, would clarify the office in the minds of many, and it 
would elevate the office and the man in public esteem .. . 

“We who frequently quote the words, ‘Let all things be done de- 
cently and in order,’ might welcome a system which through hun- 
dreds of years, in many denominations, has proved itself to promote 
both decency and order.” Pp. 382-383, No. 15, Vol. XXXI.) 

ACP. 
* * * 

At its 88th annual convention in Kansas City, the (Swedish) Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America decreed that the 
president of the Synod should hereafter wear as an official insigne 
and as a symbol of his office as “the pastor of pastors” a pectoral 
cross. The reelected incumbent, the Rt. Rev. P. O. Bersell, was in- 
vested with the “President’s Cross” by the Rev. D. Verner Swanson, 
secretary of the Synod. (Lutheran Companion, July 2, 1947, p. 9) 

ACP. 
* * 

Sister Anna Ebert of the UNA SANCTA staff is in Scandinavia at 
this time visiting various deaconess motherhouses, following her at- 
tendance at the assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Lund, 
Sweden. We expect articles of interest to our readers from Sister 
Anna upon her return. 

* * * 

Editor Arthur Carl Piepkorn was the speaker at two Centennial 
rallies of the Lutheran Missouri Synod — those held recently in 
Minneapolis and in Philadelphia. 

* * * 

The symbol on the cover of this issue has no bearing upon the 
name of the issue — St. James. Rather, it is the symbol of the 
Church, and hence indicative of UNA SANCTA. This symbol may 
possibly be used as a common cover for subsequent issues. 
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Writers in the first installment of the symposium, quoted in this 
issue are as follow: The Rev. Herman A. Preus, Ph. D., is a professor 
at Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. Mr. Harry Hodges of Phila- 
delphia, is executive secretary of the Board of Pensions of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. Miss Esther Feddersen is a teacher 
in the Lutheran High School in St. Louis, Mo. The Rev. J. E. Berg- 
busch is President of the Manitoba Synod of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. Mr. Van C. Kussrow is a student at Valparaiso 
University. Mr. Paul Reinkensmeier, Jr., is a layman of Redeemer 
Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana. Mr. William H. Faddis is a student at 
Newberry College, South Carolina. The Rev. Carolus P. Harry, D. D., 
has recently retired from the position of secretary of the Board of 
Education of the United Lutheran Church in America. The 
Rev. William D. Streng is pastor of St. John Church of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, and member of the SURSUM CORDA staff. Mr. Henry 
Hanson, Jr. is a layman of Alexandria, Virginia, formerly in the dip- 
lomatic service in Sweden. The Rev. Ralph E. LaFontaine is pastor 
of the Lutheran congregation at Christiansted, St. Croix, Virgin Is- 
lands. Mr. David F. Fortney, of Towanda, Penna., has appeared in 
the pages of UNA SANCTA as a book reviewer. The Rev. A. R. 
Kretzmann is pastor of the Church of St. Luke, Chicago, Illinois. 
The Rev. George Joseph Muller is pastor of Grace Church, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. The Rev. Arthur Hawlicheck is pastor of St. 
Matthew Church, Pawtucket, Rhode Island. The Rev. John Tim- 
merman is a graduate student at Yale Divinity School. Chaplain 
Delvin E. Ressel, (Capt., A.U.S.), is now stationed in Germany; pre- 
vious to that he was pastor of Epiphany Church, St. Louis. 

The next issue will conclude this symposium, presenting parts III 
and IV — The Most Pressing Need of Individual Christians, and The 
Most Pressing Immediate Need of the Liturgical Movement in the 
Lutheran Church. 
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